FORERUNNERS

and cruelties of the Kalinga war, he gave up animal food, t
royal hunt and the tours of pleasure and placed before the woi
the ideal of universal peace and brotherhood of all living ere
tures. In the words of Mr. Wells, "He is the only milita
monarch on record who abandoned warfare after victory."3-
To his unsubdued borderers his message was, "The ki
desires that his unsubdued borderers, the peoples on J
frontiers, should not be afraid of him but should trust him, a]
would receive from him not sorrow but happiness." (Kalin
Rock Edict II). He declared, "The chiefest conquest is the cc
quest of Right and not of might." (R. E. XIII). Dharmavija
won by love (priti) and expressed in social service and moi
propaganda, was the positive aspect of his non-violent forei,
policy which was based on the principles of liberty, equali
and fraternity of all States, big and small.

Inside the empire his government vigorously devoted its
to social service among the masses. It also made arrangemei
for the moral instruction of his people in those cardinal prin
pies of morality which are acceptable to every creed. Aso
has on this account been called humanity's first teacher
Universal Religion.40 He had his principles of policy a
morality inscribed on rocks and pillars and ahimsa forms t
subject of the first, second and fourth of his Rock Edicts.

But Asoka did retain the army and his moral princip
were enforced among the people by the usual methods of puni
ment and coercion. This gives to his rule the character of pat
nal despotism.41

(Both Buddhism and Jainism laid stress on ahimsa bei
organically related to truth, non-stealing, non-possessi
and celibacy. But later on when monastacism degenerated th<
virtues were disregarded and the tradition of ahimsa weaken*
Later religious sects and teachers'in India, especially 1
devotional saints who preached the bhakti-marga, continued

39 H. G. Wells, The Outline of History (1932), p. 400.
40 R. K. Mukerjee, "The Greatness of Asoka's Conquest" in Prabud*
Bharat, Dec. 1939, p. 585. See also his Asoka, p. 76. The Dhamma proclain
by Asoka, though distinctly Buddhist, dwells exclusively on ethics and on
all  reference  to  the  analytic  aspect of the Buddha's teaching. Thus,
Coomaraswamy points  out, Nibbana  is  not  even  mentioned.   Cooma
swamy, cited above, p. 179.
41  Goomaraswamy, cited above, p. 181.